Silenced Critics Must be Released:
Free Father Nguyen Van Ly

TO:  His Excellency Nguyen Minh Triet
President of the Socialist Republic of Vietnam
c/o Ambassador Nguyen Tam Chien Embassy of Vietnam
1233 20th Street, NW, Suite 400 Washington, DC 200369

We the undersigned call on the Vietnamese authorities to honor its international human rights obligations by
releasing all prisoners of conscience, including The Reverend Nguyen Van Ly, who has already spent around 17
years in prison for peacefully criticizing government policies on religion and advocating for greater respect for
human rights since the late 1970's. The past two years he has been in solitary confinement at Ba Sao Prison.

The rights to freedom of expression and assembly are guaranteed under the International Covenant on Civil and
Political Rights (ICCPR). The covenant is binding on Viet Nam, which is a state party since 1982. Vaguely-
worded offences in the national security section of the Penal Code are used to criminalize peaceful political and
religious dissent. The length of applicable prison terms ranges from two to twenty years’ imprisonment, life
imprisonment, or capital punishment. The authorities also use administrative detention to place restrictions on the
peaceful activities of religious and political dissidents such as The Venerable Thich Quang Do, Patriarch of the
Unified Buddhist Church of Viet Nam, under house arrest at the monastery for more than twenty-five years. .

In a trial in the city of Hue on 30 March 2007, Father Nguyen Van Ly was sentenced to eight years in prison for
*““conducting propaganda against the Socialist Republic of Vietnam’ under Article 88 (1a-c) of the Penal Code.

We respectfully request that Reverend Nguyen Van Ly and other prisoners of conscience be released in
recognition of the United Nations Human Relations Council review scheduled for May 8, 2009 in Geneva.
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Nhitng ngudi chong doi bi bit mi¢ng phai dwgc tra ty do:
Hay tra tuy do cho Linh muc Nguyén Vian Ly

Kinh giri: Ong Tdng Thong Nguyén Minh Triét
Chi tich Nwée Cong Hoa Xa Hoi Chi Nghia Viét Nam
Chuyén qua Dai st Nguyén Tam Chién, S&r quan Viét Nam
1233 dudng s6 20, NW Nha s6 400 Washington, DC 200369

Chung t6i nhimg ngudi ky tén dudi ddy kéu goi nha cam quyén Viét Nam thuc hién cac nghia vu nhan quyén cua
minh qua viéc trd tu do cho cac tu nhan luong tim, trong d6 c¢6 Linh muc Nguyén Vin Ly. Cha Ly da trai qua
khoang 17 nam trong tu vi 1én tiéng chi trich mot cach 6n hoa cac chinh sach ton gido cia nha nudc va bénh vuc
nhan quyén trong cac linh vuc khac ké tir cudi thap nién 1970. Trong hai nim vira qua dng da bi biét giam &
nha tu Ba Sao.

Céc quyén tu do ngdn ludn va hoi hop duoc bao dam bai Cong uwdc Qudc té vé cac Quyén Dan sy va Chinh
tri (ICCPR). Cong udc nay rang bugc Viét Nam voi tu cach la mot nude thanh vién tor nam 1982. Nguoi ta thuong
dung nhimg t4i danh dugc dung chir mot cach mo hd trong phan vé an ninh quoc gia ciia B Luat Hinh su dé hinh
su hoa cac hanh dong bét dong 6n hoa vé mat chinh tri va tén gido. Cac nha cim quyen cling thuong dung hinh
thirc giam gitr hanh chinh dé han ché cac hoat dong 6n hoa ctia nhitng ngudi bat dong vé mit ton giao va chinh tri
nhu truong hop ctia Hoa thuong Thich Quang Do, Tang théng ciia Gido hoi Viét Nam Théng nhat, timg bi quan
thuc tai thién vién hon hai muoi lam nam.

Trong phién toa tai thanh phd Hué vao ngay 30 thang Ba nam 2007, Cha Nguyén Vin Ly da bi két an tam
nam ti vé toi “tién hanh tuyén truyén chdng lai nha nudc Cong Hoa Xa Hoi chit Nghia Viét Nam” chiéu theo diéu
88 (1a-c) cua B Luat Hinh su.

Chiing tdi tran trong thinh ciu tra ty do cho Linh muc Nguyén Vin Ly va nhirng ti nhin lwong tim khac
truée sy cong nhan cia Hi dong cac Mdi Quan hé Con ngudi ciia Lién Hiép Qudc tai ky hop duwoc du kién
vao ngay 8 thang Nam nam 2009 tai Geneva.
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