AMNESTY INTERNATIONAL USA

ACTION FOR HUMAN RIGHTS. HOPE FOR HUMANITY.

Group 19 members
Linh muc Nguyén Vin Ly vén bat khuit trong lao tu
Rev Nguyen Van Ly is still indomitable despite imprisonment
(Ban tin ngay 13-07-2009)

Sang ngay 09-07-2009, chi rudt ctia linh muc Nguyén Vin Ly 1a ba Nguyén Thi Hiéu va
mot nguoi 7ché1u gai da tir Quang Bién ra trai K1, xér Ba‘ Sao, huyén Kim Béqg, ﬂ:li xa Phu Ly, tinh
Ha Nam d¢€ tham vi ti nhan lvong tam. Cudc gap bat dau tur 9g va kéo dai dén gan 10g30.

On the morning of July 09,2009, Madame Nguyen thi Hieu, Rev Nguyen Van Ly’s sister
and a niece of his from Quangbien came to prison camp K1, Basao Commune, Kimbang
District, Phuly Town, Hanam Province to visit the prisoner of conscience. The visit lasted
from 9:00AM to 10:30AM approximately.

Sau khi héi han tin tuc gia dinh va ban be, linh muc Ly cho biét:
After asking for family and friends information, Rev Ly said that,

~ Hom 13-05-2009, phéi doan 6 ngudi thuoc Uy hoi Ty do Tén gido Qudc té ciia Hoa Ky
da dén tham cha tai trai. Ban dau cudc gap duoc an dinh 1a 30 phat nhung rot cuc kéo dai mot
tieng rudi. Vura chao hdi xong, linh muc Ly phan tran:

On May 13, 2009, a six-person delegation of the United States Commission on
International Religious Freedom USCIRF visited him at the prison. Initially, the visit was
set for 30 minutes but eventually it lasted for one and a half hour. Right after exchanging
greetings, Rev Ly explained that,

- Quy vi dimg thdy t6i mic 4o ti soc dua nay [xin xem hinh bén duéi, do phai doan chup]
ma bao toi chip nhan minh 1a pham nhan. Téi da khong mudn gip Quy vi véi bo dd tu nay,
nhung vi nghi tinh Quy vi da vét va xin phép nha nude rdi 1an 16i dén day tham t6i, nén t6i moéi
nén 1ong mic né ma ra tiép Quy vi.

Please don’t assume that I've admitted myself as a guilty person despite of the fact that
I'm wearing this stripe outfit (see picture below captured by the delegation). | did not want
to receive you while wearing this prisoner outfit but | thought that you have work very
hard to get this government’s permission and underwent long distance to pay me a visit
here, | reluctantly wore it to see you.

Trudc tién phai doan hoi 1a Toa Tong giam muc Hué, ké tir 30-03-2007 cho t6i hom nay,
da di tham linh muc bao nhiéu lan. Nghe cha Ly dap 13 “hai”, phai doan cudi !?! Lai hoi: “Thé
con gia dinh?” - “Hai thang tham mot 1an” - “Vay 1a van it” - “Gia dinh t6i & xa, cach day hon ca
1000 cay sd!”. Tay cong an canh gac -thiéu t4 Nam- xen vao: “Nhung hang thang van c6 goi qua!
Yéu cau Anh Ly noi diéu nay cho phai doan r5” 12! Ché d6 ta nhan dao lim cht 12!
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First the delegation asked him that so far how many time the Archbishop of Hue visited
him. The delegation laughed when Father Ly said “two”!?! Another question: “How about
family?” _ “bimonthly” - “it’s still little” —*“My family is more than 1000 km far from here!”.
The guard officer — Major Nam- injected: “but they were allowed to send goods to him
every month! Mr. Ly, you are required to tell this clearly to the delegation”!?! How
humanitarian our regime is!?!

Phai doan hoéi tiép: “Linh muc c6 mudn phién tdoa duoc mé lai c6 luat su khong?” vi ho da
rd vu xu an ngay 30-03-2007 tai Hue la phi phéap, quai dan, vi khong luat su, khong than nhan,
khong nhan chimg, ké ca khong quyén ty bién ho. Linh myc Ly tra 1oi:

The delegation asked: “Do you want to re-open the trial with the presence of an
attorney?” Because the delegation knew that the trial on March 30, 2007 was unlawful,
monstrous, without attorney, nor relatives nor witness, even without self defense right.
Rev Ly answered:

- Theo luat Viét Nam, néu mudn khang an thi chi trong vong 15 ngay. Nhung nay da hon
hai nam roi. Khang an chi dugc nira!!! Ma cé luat su ciing chi tung ay!!!

- According to Vietnam Law, there is 15 day window for appeal. However it has been
more than two years passing by. How feasible it is for an appeal!!! Even with the
presence of an attorney, it would mean nothing!!!!

- Chung t6i s& yéu cau nha cAm quyén Viét Nam tra tu do ngay cho linh muc, sau d6 phai
de linh myc di lam viéc tu do, khong dugc quan cheé!

- We'll demand the Vietnam government to release you immediately, and let you
conduct your work freely, without surveillance.

Linh muc Ly nhan dinh v&i ba chi (va chau gai): “Ho no6i thé chir em khong hy vong gi, vi
lic ndy em dang cang véi nha nudc 1am!” Roi cha ké tiép: “Céach day 2 hom, tic ngay 07-07, lan
dau tién em dugc nha ti cho doc bao Nhan Dan. Sb bao doc 1an dau nay ra ngay 06-06, trong do
c6 bai “Mot viéc 1am sai 1am”. Tac gié n6i hom 1-7-2009, mot sé Thuong ‘nghi si Hoa Ky dé khoti
lai phién toa xir em qua buc thu gui Chu tich nude Nguyén Minh Triét. Ho yéu cau xem lai
nhimg thiéu sot nghiém trong trong tién trinh bat giir, xét xir va giam em cung cac ban. Ho con
yéu cau nha nudc phai lap tic tra ty do vo diéu kién cho em va cho phép em trd vé nha, tiép tuc
cong viéc linh muc, khong bi han ché cac quyén tu do da duoc quéc té cong nhan.

Rev Ly talked to his sister (and his niece): “ they said so but | have no hope, because the
tension between the government and myself is very high so far!” He added: “Two days
ago, i.e.,, July 07, it was the first time that | was allowed to read the Nhan Dan
Newspapers. In that newspaper of July 06, | saw the artical titled : “a Mistaken deed”. The
author said on July 01,2009, There was a letter sent to President Nguyen Minh Triet by
some US senators which reminded the trial. They required VN government to review
some serious shortcomings in the process of the arrest, trial and imprisonment of myself
et al . They also required the government to release me immediately and unconditionally
and let me conduct my work as a priest without limitation of rights which are
internationally recognised.

“Em thdy doi hoi nay 1a chinh dang va em xin cam on cac Thuong nghi si. Tuy nhién bai
bao d6 c6 hai diém sai 1dm ma ké dang trach khong phai la tac gia nhung la vién Téng bién tap
[xin mo ngodc: 700 to bao Viét Nam hién chi c6 mot Tong bien tap duy nhdt!?!]. Mot 1a chi tlet
“Nguyén Vin Ly x6 nga hai cong an ap giai”. Khong hé c6 chuyén d6! Khi bi hai cong an xbc¢
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nach hai bén diy vao toa an [xin xem hinh bén duwéi], em chi i lai, khong chiu di, dé bay t6 su
phan khang phién toa, chtr véi hai tay bi cum thi lam chi ma x6 nga dugc ho. Lao! Ho gitr chat,
bop chit dén d6 ngay hom sau, hai canh tay em con bi tim bam. Chi tiét thtr hai: “dap dé vanh
moéng ngua”. Ding 13 em c6 dua chan d4 vao né, khién né 1éch mot chit [bang video con ghi lai
ré rang], dé tiép tuc bay té sy phan dbi va da déo toa an phi phap, v6 luat caa Cong san. Lam chi
ma cd chuyén vanh mong ngua bi dap dd! Chi va chau vé nhd néi lai véi moi nguoi la dung bao
gio doc bao Nhan dan cd! D6 1a mot to bao noi ldo chuyén doi. (Viea noi, linh muc Ly vira dap
manh xuong ban, triede mdt vién thiéu ta céng an canh gdc!).

“l believe it's a right demand and | would like to thanks those senators. However, the
article has two untrue details. It is not the author but the editor who is condemnable
[parenthesised by the author: It is the sole General Editor for 700 newspapers in
Vietnam!?!]. The first one is “Nguyen Van Ly pushed two police officers escorting him to
fall down”. It's a lie! When | was forcefully carried in to the court (see picture below), | just
dragged back to show my protest against the court. How could | push them down while |
was in handcuffs. They kept me so tightly that the next day both of my hands were still
bruised. Second detail is “trampling down the bar”. It's true that | kicked it by my foot,
causing it askew a little bit (clearly captured by a video recorder), to keep protesting
against the unlawful court of the communists. There was nothing like the bar falling
down! Upon your return, You two may talk to everybody that they should never read the
Nhan Dan Newspaper! It's the newspaper of lies. (as speaking, Rev Ly beat his hand
forcefully on the table in front of the Major guard!)

“Mot chuyén dang phan dbi khac ma em mudn néu ra day 1a ndi quy “cdm truyén dao”
ctia nha ti. Quéc té nguoi ta ¢ bao gio cAm nhu vay dau! Tham chi ngudi ta con cho phép dem
sach Thanh kinh cta dao (Cong gido, Hoi gido, Tin lanh gido) vao ti, con cho phép t6 chirc viée
cau nguyén theo ton gido minh nita”. Quay sang vién cong an, linh muc Ly néi thang: “Tdi phan
dbi quy dinh nay”.

“There is another objectionable rule of the prison such as ”prohibition of religious
propaganda”. There is no such arule in the world! Prisoners are even allowed to bring in
bible books of their religions (eg. Catholics, Muslim, Protestant), and to organise prayers
according to their own religion”. Turned to the officer, Rev Ly said directly “I oppose this
rule”

Quay lai v6i hai nguoi than, linh muc Ly bao: “Xin vé néi v6i ba con 1a ding trong mong

t6i ra ti sém. Ctr chiu kho di thim nudi cho dén nim 2015. Lo giir gin strc khoe dé ma di thadm!
Cuing dung so tdi s€ lung lay, chao dao! C6 bao gio toi nhan minh la pham nhan, mac toi v6i nha
nuéc, v6i luat phap Cong san dau! Bang cé 1a tir may lau nay, ho bat t6i ctr ba thang lam kiém
diém mot 1an. C6 chi ma kiém diém! T6i kiém diém nha nuéc nay thi c6! Nhung vi ho ép qua,
nén mdi 1an nhu thé, t6i déu viét von ven 5 chir: “T6i vui vé & tu!”
Turning back to his relatives, Rev Ly said: “ on returning home, please talk to people not
looking forward to my early release but going on visiting me until 2015. Please take care
of themselves so that they may go on visiting me in the prison! Don’t be afraid that I'll be
shaken! Never | plead guilty in front of the Communist government! The proof is that
since then, they have kept forcing me to write the self review every three months. | have
nothing to be reviewed! I'd rather review this government instead! But because of their
pressure, every time they required my review paper, | wrote 5 words only: “I'm pleased to
stay imprisoned”

[Xin mo mét dau ngodc: Ngoal I Tuyén ngon, 9 Loi Kéu goi, 2 Loi Chutng trudc cdc co
quan quoc té ma linh muc Ly tirng viét ra tir cuéi nam 2000 dén dau nam 2001, thi ké tir ngay 27-
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02-2001 t6i ngay 09-05-2001, méi lan céng an dén gido xir An Truyén, Hué, dé chat van, ldp
bién ban, thi linh muc Ly lai ldp bién ban vé cong an va PCSVN, tong cong 19 bién ban, voi tiéu
dé “Céng hoa Xa hoi Chii nghia Viét Nam: Thiéu Péc ldp, Mat Tw do, Khéng Hanh phiic” 1én dn
DCSVN t6i phan quoc, vi pham nhdn quyén, cha dap tin nguéng, trc hiép cac Gido hdi (xin xem
mét bién ban tiéu biéu bén duwdi). Cé 1é day la truong hop vé tién khodng hdu trong ché dé phi
nhan gian déi va bao tan nhu ché do CS VN].

[Parenthesized by the author: besides one statement, 9 appeals, 2 testimonies in front of
international bodies wrote by Rev Ly during second half of 2000 and first half of 2001, he
wrote in total 19 notes every time when the police came to An Truyen parish, Hue City to
interrogate him. He titled his minutes as “ Socialist Republic of Vietnam: Lack of
Independence, Loss of Freedom, Unhappiness”, condemning the VN Communist Party of
national traitor, violating human right, trampling on religious belief, oppressing
Churches. (Please see a typical minute below). Perhaps it is the sole case that ever
happened in such a deceitful inhuman, regime like the VN Communist one],

Linh muc Ly ciing cho hay minh c6 nghe tin Hoi dong Giam muc Viét Nam di Roma
Viéng md hai thanh Tong dd, c6 biét vu viéc Luat su Lé Cong Dinh cung nhom ban 1ol ong Tran
Anh Kim va Nguyén Tién Trung bi nha cim quyén CS bat. Linh muc nhan dinh d6 14 nhiing
cong dan yéu nudc, viéc d4u tranh dan chu cua ho dang ca ngoi va ung ho. CS vi s¢g ma bét ho
thoi!

Rev Ly also mentioned that he heard about the trip of Vietham Conference of Catholic
Bishops visiting Apostles’ Graves in Rome, about the arrest of Attorney Le Cong Dinh
and his friends, about the arrests of Tran Anh Kim and Nguyen Tien Trung. Rev Ly said
that they were patriotic citizens, their protest for democracy should be admired and
supported. The Communist has arrested them because they simply fear them.

Sau khi néi chuyén dugc mot gio, vién cong an thuc giuc linh myc Ly di vao. Nhung
cling nhu moi 1an, linh muc cy ny lai va ngdi n6i chuyén tiép 30 phut nira.

After one hour talking, the police urged Rev. Ly to withdraw. But like other times, he
pushed back and went on talking for another 30 minutes.

Gia tir ba chi va c6 chau gai, linh myc dan 1an sau nhé mua cho minh thude trj cao huyét
ap hodc goi cho thirc an gi giam huyét ap cao (nay c6 khi 1én toi 16), vi néu chi goi dung cu do
huyét 4 ap (kidu y ta bac si thuong dung) va dung cu xong miii nhu 1an nay thi khong du. Linh myc
cho biét: thoi gian gan day, trai giam c6 cho linh muc mot s6 thude men nhung chang c6 miy
hiéu qua nao. Piéu nay ching co gi la. O ngoai doi, thudc do bao hiém y té cip con ching ra chi,
huéng nira 1a trong nha tu cong san. Truong hop bénh tinh luat sw Lé Thi Cong Nhan hién nay
v6i su chita chay toi té trong nha ti ching nhén thém chuyén a ay Diéu d6 cho thiy tinh trang sure
khoe cua vi tu nhan luong tam dang co6 van dé. Xin ddng bao khip noi, dic biét gidi y si, tiép tuc
quan tim theo di, van dong, déng thoi gitip 10i cAu nguyén.

On saying goodbye to his sister and niece, Rev Ly asked them to supply him with
medications or medical food for high blood pressure (his systolic blood pressure
sometimes mounted up to 160mmhg), because the measurement itself is not enough. He
said that recently the prison has provided him with some medications but they are not
effective at all. This is not new. Even outside the prison, medications provided by
Government’s Health Insurance system are never adequate. Let alone that of Communist
prison. The case of Lawyer Le Thi Cong Nhan’s poor health in the prison is another proof
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of that. This shows that the health of our Conscience Prisoner is in question.

Dear compatriots everywhere, particularly Physicians, please keep monitoring,
supporting and praying for Farther Ly.

Nhém Phong vién FNA va 8406 twong trinh tiv Hué liic 17g30 ngay 13-07-2009

By FNA and 8406 Reporters in Hue City at 17:30, July 13, 2009

English translation by Faithful Follower for Amnesty International Group 19
Palo Alto, California on July 18, 2009
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Lm Nguyén Vin Ly ngay ra toa tai Hué va hién nay trong nha ti: Ba Sao
Rev Nguyen Van Ly at Hue City Court and currently at Basao prison

Mot trong 19 bién ban Lm Ly ldp ra dé két t6i Cong san
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One of 19 minutes written by Rev Ly to condemn the Communists

MINUTE NUMBER §
The VN Communist Banned the Priest’s Right of Preaching

In the name of righteous conscience of human beings and
International Human Right Organizations, | the undersigned Priest
Thadeus Nguyen Van Ly, Vicar of Antruyen Parish is noting down
following deeds of VC officers including:

1, Mr. Pha, Head of Anti-spy Unit, Police Department of Thua Thien
Province

2 Mr. Thuan, Deputy Head of Anti-spy Unit, Police Department of Thua
Thien Province

3 Mr. Dang Cong Dien, Chairman of People’s Committee of Phu An
Commune, Phu Vang

4 Mr. Quang, Deputy Head of Police Department of Phu An Commune.
Phu Vang, TT-H

and more than 20 policemen raided in the An Truyen Parish requiring
to minute me because after the evening Mass on March 17, 2001, at
19:00, | explained to my parishioners about the Vatican’s activities on
Justice & Peace in the world and about the organization of 180
Catholic’s Embassies in the world.... However, those VC officers
presumed that | had preached on political matters.

This minute was done at 10:00PM March 18, 2001 at An Truyen Parish.
It was read aloud in front of 200 parishioners and people concerned.

Dated 03/18/2001
Signed and stamped by Priest Thadeus Nguyen Van Ly.
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